
 

Esteemed Delegates,  

 Welcome to KnightMUN XXI! My name is Theo Gatsacos and I am honored to be 

chairing my first committee! I am a first year Undeclared major here at UCF, but I am 

considering majoring in Advertising/Public Relations with a minor in Psychology. I joined 

Model UN my sophomore year of high school in my hometown of Wheaton, Illinois and 

wanted to continue through college since some of my happiest high school memories 

happened through MUN. My favorite high school MUN memory was a speech I gave where 

I quoted “Mom’s Spaghetti” from Eminem’s Lose Yourself and compared it to endangered 

languages in an effort to convince my fellow delegates to choose that topic. I succeeded 

and received several marriage proposals that weekend. Outside of MUN I love sleeping, 

shopping at Target, Squishmallows, K-Pop, Marvel movies, Heartstopper by Alice Oseman, 

and Lovejoy.  

Because of the themes that will be discussed in this committee I want to state that 

there will be no tolerance for sexism, racism, homophobia, transphobia, etc, and should 

anyone act inappropriately I will not hesitate to remove them from consideration for 

awards. I want this committee to primarily focus on not only supporting women’s rights 

and female empowerment but UN Sustainable Development Goals Four and Five, and for 

your consideration, I recommend checking out my sources during your research.  
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If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 

tgatsacos@knights.ucf.edu. As your chair, I am so excited to get to know all of you and I am 

here to support you and any needs you may have. I cannot wait to see what everyone has 

to bring to the table with this conference, and rest assured if you are new to MUN and have 

any questions (points of inquiry?) I will be able to point you in the right direction. See you 

soon! 

-Theo Gatsacos 
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Committee Background 

Created on June 21st, 1946, The Commission on the Status of Women, or CSW, is a 

global body in the United Nations dedicated to gender equality and the power of women. In 

1995, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action was adopted, which set the standard 

for advancing women’s rights and is considered the most progressive blueprint ever for 

gender equality. Every year the CSW holds a two week session at the United Nations 

Headquarters where UN Member States discuss progress and setbacks around the world, 

emerging issues concerning gender equality, and agree on future actions and measures 

that should be taken. At the session, there is one priority theme to discuss that relates to 

the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and the agreed conclusions from the 

previous year’s discussion are brought up as well. For example, in 2022 the priority theme 

was “achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls in the context 

of climate change, environmental and disaster risk reduction policies and programs” with 

the review topic being women’s empowerment in the workplace. The CSW also aims to 

help achieve the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals, as all of the goals affect women in 

some way, especially Goals Four and Five: Quality Education and Gender Equality. With the 

topics in this committee focusing on those goals, it is important to come to a solution that 

will benefit not only the United Nations, but women and girls all around the world. 
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TOPIC A: CHILD MARRIAGE 

According to UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund), Child marriage is “any 

formal or informal union between a child under the age of 18 and an adult or another child.” 

Marriage before the age of 18 is considered a human rights violation, and often leads to 

childhood pregnancy, domestic violence, and sexual assault. Being pregnant at such a 

young age leads to higher risk of miscarriage and complications during the pregnancy. 

Child marriage rates are highest in West and Central Africa, where approximately four in 

every ten women were married before the age of 18. Though child marriage is decreasing, 

over 12 million girls become child brides per year, and it is projected that 100 million young 

girls will marry by 2030, the year set by the United Nation’s Sustainable Development 

Goals. In fact, Sustainable Development Goal Five, which is achieving gender equality, is 

currently under review, and the world is currently not on track to achieving gender 

equality by 2030. It is also important to note that in some countries, the age limit for males 

is different than that for females. Though not as common, there are also child grooms. 

Though this has not been studied as much it is still a violation of human rights and 

definitely negatively affects the child.  

 

Past UN Actions 

In 1975, the United Nations began to recognize March 8th as International Women’s 

Day, which celebrates the achievements of women. The day is also used as a call to action 

for accelerating gender equality. On International Women’s Day 2016, the United Nations, 

particularly UNICEF and UN Population Fund (UNFPA) announced a collaboration on an 
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initiative to prevent girls in 12 countries where child marriage rates are high from getting 

married so young. The initiative focused on increasing girls’ access to education, health 

care, and increased economic support. In 2020 the program was extended to 2023. In 

addition to International Women’s Day, in 2012 October 11th was declared International 

Day of the Girl Child which is a day to recognize young women and girls and amplify their 

voices. As previously mentioned, at the pace the world is going at now, it will be impossible 

to eliminate child marriage by 2030, which impacts Sustainable Development Goal 5.  
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Bloc Positions 

Asia 

Though Child marriage is illegal in South Asian countries such as India, Bangladesh, 

and Nepal, it is still one of the most prevalent regions of the world where girls under 18 get 

married. In addition, in West Asia, girls in countries such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran 

can get married as young as 15. Coincidentally, Sharia Law is common in West Asia. 

 

Africa 

The legal age to get married in most African countries is 16-18 years old. However, in 

West and Central Africa, countries such as Niger allow girls to marry as young as 15. In 

addition, local customs in these countries are valid, and in some cases girls under the age 

of 12 are allowed to marry. Typically, poverty, religion, traditions and local conflicts 

increase the frequency of child marriages. Bride-buying traditions also exist in many 

African tribes. For large families living in extreme poverty, marrying their daughters off to 

older men in exchange for money, livestock, or other assets may be the only way to provide 

food, clothing, housing and education for the rest of the family.  

 

Europe 

Most European countries only allow marriage under the age of 18 given parental and 

judicial approval. However, some countries do not have regulations on child marriage. Only 

four European countries have the age limit at 18 regardless of parental consent. It is also 

important to note that the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating 
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Violence against Women and Domestic Violence requires the States that have ratified it to 

prohibit forced marriages and take measures to ensure that forced marriages can be 

dissolved, annulled or invalidated without unreasonable financial or administrative burden 

on the victim, however child marriage is not mentioned. 
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North America 

Despite the development of the United States as a nation, child marriage is still legal 

in 43 out of 50 states, with Massachusetts recently becoming the 7th state to make it illegal 

for anyone under the age of 18 to marry. In the United States there is also a “statutory rape 

exception”. Statutory rape is when one participant engaging in sexual activity is below the 

age of consent. 18 U.S.C. Section 2243(c)(2) allows a defense to this crime when “the 

persons engaging in the sexual act were at that time married to each other.” So, at the 

federal level, child marriage can be used as a defense for statutory rape. As of 2015, Canada 

set the minimum age to marry to 16 with parental consent, and the current age of consent 

in Mexico is 14, with one in four girls marrying before their 18th birthday.  

 

Central/South America 

As for Central and South America, they are the only regions in the world where child 

marriages have not decreased in the past 25 years, and by 2030 are projected to be second 

in early unions. In 2017, UN Women, UNICEF, and UNFPA implemented a regional program 

in Latin America to prevent child marriage and support already married girls who often live 

in poverty. The first stage of this project involves Mexico, Colombia, Guatemala, El 

Salvador, and the Dominican Republic. That same year, El Salvador and Guatemala set the 

age limit to get married at 18 years old, with no legal exceptions, and in the Dominican 

Republic, Girls Clubs and Youth Leadership programs have been launched.  
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Questions to Consider 

• How do other factors, such as education, financial security, health care, and more 

affect how widespread child marriage is? 

• What steps must be taken to lessen the effects of already existent child marriages?  

• How should the international community approach the process of de-stigmatization 

regarding child marriage? 

•  How aggressively should the 2030 deadline set by the Sustainable Development 

Goals be pursued? How realistic is the goal?  

• Can UN volunteers/NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) be used? If so, how? 
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TOPIC B: WOMEN’S EDUCATION 

Women’s education rights most recently made the news after the Taliban once 

again took over Afghanistan. Though at first the Taliban reassured women that they could 

continue to attend school, they later backtracked and currently girls cannot attend school 

past the 6th grade. In a worldwide context, there are many harmful stereotypes towards 

women that many use to justify as a reason why a woman should not receive an education. 

One such misconception is the belief that a woman's role in society must be limited to 

domestic responsibilities such as cooking, cleaning, and caring for children and the elderly. 

Another primary concern is that physical violence in school, including harassment, sexual 

abuse and rape, is directed at girls more than boys since girls are seen as weaker and are 

less likely to stand up for themselves. All these inequalities have placed women at a 

disadvantage in adequately contributing to society. Women and girls worldwide must have 

proper access to education, training, and employment in order for society to advance 

forward.  

 

Past UN Actions 

In 1995, at the same Fourth World Conference where the Beijing Declaration and 

Platform for Action was adopted, the Platform defined “12 Areas of Concern,” that most 

need reform in order to promote women’s rights and equality, one of those 12 areas being 

education. Within the education area the main concerns are ensuring equal access to 

education, eradicating illiteracy among women, improving women's access to vocational 

training, science, technology, and continuing education, the development of education and 
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training free of discrimination, sufficient resources for education and their supervision, 

educational reforms, and the promotion of lifelong education and training for girls and 

women. 

In 2020, the Drive for 5 education initiative was launched, which was a global call to 

all governments worldwide to commit to five actions: 12 years of free quality education; 

supportive school environments; teacher training; safe journeys to and from school; and 

keeping girls healthy in the classroom. The partnership was between the Government of 

Ireland, the Global Partnership for Education, UN Women, ONE Campaign, and Malala 

Fund, and is a response to the continued exclusion of some 96.5 million adolescent girls 

from secondary education worldwide. 

The UN has done a lot to ensure women have access to education and resources, 

however it is not enough. Worldwide, 129 million women and girls are out of school. 

According to UNICEF only 49% of countries have achieved gender equality in education. 

Not only does female education empower women and girls, but The lifetime earnings of 

girls dramatically increase, child marriage rates decline, child mortality rates fall, maternal 

mortality rates fall, and more. Women’s education saves lives and improves quality of life, 

especially in developing countries.  
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Bloc Positions: 

Asia 

For South Asia, classrooms are predominantly teacher-centered and rote-based, 

and many children are still subjected to corporal punishment and discrimination. 

Improvements in the quality of teaching, learning, and skilling can reduce dropout rates 

and ensure better transitions from early childhood learning into primary and secondary 

education and the transition from school to the world of work. As for West Asia, it is 

difficult for women to get an education in countries such as Pakistan, and with the 

takeover of the Taliban in Afghanistan, girls now must learn in secret and gather under the 

guise of studying the Quran. As for East and Central Asia, the COVID-19 pandemic has 

affected many girls’ opportunities to go to school. This is not to say the pandemic hasn’t 

affected other regions, but it had a significant impact in East and Central Asia.  

 

Africa 

According to the nonprofit ONE Campaign, nine out of the 10 toughest places in the 

world for a girl to get an education are located in Africa, with the top three countries being 

South Sudan, Central African Republic, and Niger. Common factors are child marriage and 

child pregnancy. Young mothers and pregnant girls are often barred from attending school 

due to stigma and lack of support from family. It is important to note that all countries in 

Africa have committed to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. So, they should 

guarantee that girls have equal access to free primary and secondary education and 

support to stay in school, and should reverse harmful policies and practices that stigmatize 
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girls, including reversing regulations that allow for the expulsion of pregnant or married 

girls. In addition, they should also adopt clear guidelines that instruct schools to re-enroll 

young mothers, provide support services in schools, and ensure that young mothers have 

access to early childhood services.  

 

Europe 

In the European Union, gender equality is guaranteed by law. However, women are 

more likely to pursue careers in the arts or education field than STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) while men tend to more often have careers in 

the STEM field. There is also a lack of female scientists and women pursuing PHDs or 

doctorates.  

 

North America 

According to Pew Research Center, in the United States, women now account for 

more than half of the college-educated workforce. Canada is in a similar position; there are 

more educated women than men. As for Mexico, despite the 98.5% literacy rate among 

girls 15-24, girls often drop out to get married, fulfill household duties, or take care of 

children.  

 

Central/South America 

Central and South America have some of the highest teenage pregnancy rates in the 

world. This, combined with the fact that girls who get pregnant are more likely to drop out 

of school, impacts women’s education. In many developing countries and areas such as 
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Latin America, there is little access to menstrual hygiene, reproductive health education, 

and private restrooms, so girls often do not feel safe going to school. These factors are 

crucial to closing the gender gap in education. 

 

Things to Consider: 

• How can schools become safer places for women pursuing an education? What 

changes should be made?  

• How has the COVID-19 Pandemic been a setback for women’s rights and education? 

• Should age appropriate sexual and reproductive education be implemented into 

schools to curb child marriage and teenage pregnancies. 

•  How aggressively should the 2030 deadline set by the Sustainable Development 

Goals be pursued? How realistic is the goal?  

• Can UN volunteers/NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) be used? If so, how? 
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Sources 
https://www.unicef.org/education/girls-education  
https://malala.org/countries/afghanistan#:~:text=Afghanistan 
https://en.unesco.org/news/girls-education-and-covid-19-new-factsheet-shows-
increased-inequalities-education-adolescent  
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/02/1057211  
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/women/beijing1995  
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/what-we-do/education  
https://www.unicef.org/eap/stories/building-back-equal-girls-education  
https://www.one.org/us/blog/girls-education-toughest/  
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/06/16/africa-make-girls-access-education-reality  
https://epthinktank.eu/2015/03/04/women-and-education-in-the-eu/  
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/09/26/women-now-outnumber-men-
in-the-u-s-college-educated-labor-force/  
https://borgenproject.org/girls-education-in-mexico/  
https://www.girlsglobe.org/2018/04/09/barriers-to-education-equality-latin-america/  
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw  
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf  
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-
development  
https://sdgs.un.org/goals  
https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-marriage  
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/child-marriage/  
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2016/03/new-un-initiative-aims-to-protect-millions-
of-girls-from-child-marriage/  
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2022/10/11/1127313745/its-a-bleak-day-
of-the-girl-because-of-the-pandemic-but-no-ones-giving-up-hope  
https://asiapacific.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Child%20Marriage  
https://eeca.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Child%20Marriage  
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2017/mapping-minimum-age-
requirements/marriage-consent-public-authority-andor-public-figure 
https://www.equalitynow.org/learn_more_child_marriage_us  
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/child-marriage-and-early-unions-in-latin-america-and-
the-caribbean. 


